GRASPING SUSTAINABILITY

A debate on Resilience Theory versus Political Ecology

FRIDAY, 27 APRIL 2012, 14.15-17.00

HAMBERGSSALEN, GEOCENTRUI\/I VILLAVAGEN 16, UPPSALA UNIVERSITY

Sustainability is a contested concept, of acute relevance to current discussions on
how to ensure human and broader biological survival with limited earthly resour-
ces. Resilience theory and Political ecology are two influential analytical
approaches. Both address the connection between environmental and societal
conditions, but in quite differentgvays.

Resilience theory aims to analyze the capacity of social-ecological systems to
withstand shocks from phenomena such as environmental degradation and
climate change, and to rebuild and renew themselves afterwards.

Political ecology sees inherent conflicts in the quest for sustainability, since socio-
ecological systems at all levels are highly unequal. Conflicting interests and power
relations must therefore, according to this approach, be a key focus of the
analysis.

DevNet invites to a thought-provoking debate on these different approaches,
between:

Garry Peterson ana  Alf Hornborg

Stockholm Resilience Centre Human Ecology Division, Lund University

moderated by Eva Friman

Uppsala Centre for Sustainable Development
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